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Aims of the session
• Look at expectations in Reading for the Early Years Foundation 

Stage and National Curriculum for Key Stage One

• Develop an understanding of the importance of early reading and 
phonics and the key skills children need to become competent 
readers

• Understand the importance of fluency and how you can build this 
at home

• Give you ideas about how to support your child at home

• Give you the opportunity to ask questions



How many times have you read 
today?



Reading for pleasure
What does this mean to you?

recognised in the 
National Curriculum

Take a few minutes to talk about 
what you enjoy reading...





Research shows...



Reading for pleasure isn’t just a hobby. It’s linked to a range of 
benefits including stronger writing skills, improved wellbeing 
and confidence, and even higher future earnings... 

Education Secretary urges parents to swap scrolling with reading as she 
launches a National Year of Reading for 2026  to boost kids’ literacy 
and life chances.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parents-urged-to-read-more-to-boost-childrens-life-chances

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parents-urged-to-read-more-to-boost-childrens-life-chances


Talking about books is supportive to all readers and writers but is 
especially empowering for children who find literacy difficult.

Reading aloud slows written language down and enables children to  ​hear 
and take in tunes and patterns. It enables children to experience  ​and 
enjoy stories that they might not otherwise meet.

There are books which lend themselves to being
talked about, thought through, returned to and which are
engaging for children for a variety of reasons. They tend to be
texts with powerful stories which engage children, stir ideas and 
 ​feelings and excite the reader’s interest and imagination.

Browsing and choosing are visible ways of establishing and 
 ​promoting a positive ethos for reading for pleasure.

Illustrated and picture books are tremendously important resources for all 
 ​readers. Understanding how pictures and illustrations work with the text to 
create meaning for the reader is a high level reading skill. Opportunities to draw 
in response to texts can help and encourage children to move into an imaginary
world or understand a character.

Developing Reading for Pleasure 

(Taken from CLPE, Reading for pleasure, what we know works)



Recommends a great 
 ​selection of books for 

different age groups ​age 
group

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/100-best-picture-
books-to-read-before-you-are-5-years-old/

Useful Websites

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/100-best-picture-books-to-read-before-you-are-5-years-old/


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/how-we-help/parents-families/

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/

Useful Websites

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/how-we-help/parents-families/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/


What are the 
expectations in 

Reading? 



Reception:The Early Learning Goal for Reading

Sharing stories, 
poems and rhymes

Predict what will happen 
next in stories, using 

clues

Retell familiar stories 
in their own words

Use and understand 
new vocabulary



Reading in the National Curriculum 
The National Curriculum also recognises two dimensions of reading:
 
• Word reading 
“Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of 
 ​unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
 ​words.”

• Comprehension (both listening and reading)
“Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary 
 ​and grammar) and on knowledge of the world” 



Phonics



Our school have chosen Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised as 
our systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme to teach early 
reading and spelling.





Terminology
Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. We sometimes simply call this a 
‘sound’, although it is helpful for children to use the term ‘phoneme’ from the beginning of our programme. 

Grapheme: A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular phoneme when writing. With 
children, we sometimes call this ‘a sound written down’, although, as with ‘phoneme’, 
it is helpful for children to learn to use the correct term from the beginning. The way graphemes are used 
to represent phonemes in our written language is known as the ‘alphabetic code’.

Trigraph: A grapheme using three letters to represent one phoneme. With children, we frequently 
reinforce it with the mantra ‘three letters, one sound’. At the appropriate stage, it is useful 
for children to learn to use the term and to understand what it means. 

Digraph: A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. With children, we frequently 
reinforce it with the mantra ‘two letters, one sound’. At the appropriate stage, it is useful 
for children to learn to use the term and to understand what it means.

Split-vowel digraph: A digraph representing a vowel sound where its two letters are split by an 
intervening consonant (for example, ‘a_e’ in ‘take’). Despite having a consonant in between them, the two 
letters involved (here ‘a’ and ‘e’) still count as one digraph, making one sound. The vowel sound is 
pronounced at the position of the first of the two letters of the digraph (that is, in the middle of ‘take’). 

Blend: To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, working all the way through from left to right. 
Once the GPCs involved have been learned, blending is the key process involved in reading words 
effectively. It is a skill that needs extensive practice. Practice in oral blending is very helpful, both 
before and during the process of learning to read. It is important to understand that blending sounds into 
a word is not simply a matter of saying them more quickly, nor of mixing them together like paint. 
Phonemes need to be joined into one continuous stream of sound to make a spoken word. Extensive 
practice, following teacher modelling, is the key.
 
Segment: To identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, working all the way through from left to 
right. This is an important first stage of writing (spelling) a word but needs to be 
practised orally first. Counting the phonemes is often helpful in reinforcing this process.



85% of the 
English Language 

is decodable

Why do we use phonics to teach children to read?



Reception - This term we are teaching 
Phase 2

• These are the first group of letters and sounds 
your child will learn.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging and 
gradually build over time.

• They will run for roughly 20 minutes daily.

• We usually teach four new sounds a week and have 
a review lesson. You will get a list of the sounds 
that we are learning to have at home. 

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


We teach blending so your child learns how to read

• Teacher-led blending is taught throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim is to teach every child to blend by Christmas.

• Some children learn to blend quickly and others it takes a little longer. 
All children will be at various stages.

• Some children will use blending practise books for additional practise 
with blending sounds into words.

• Your child will only read books with sounds they are confident with.



Blending Activity

1 2 3

4 5 6



Year 1 - This term we are teaching Phase 5
In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they already know
• that the same grapheme can have alternative 

pronunciations

They will also learn to 'Grow the code' where they will 
explore different ways of spelling the same phoneme and 
reading the same grapheme. This will allow them to read 
increasingly harder books and vocabulary. 



This is an example of what the children learn in Year 1 and we 
continue with in Year 2. Children learn that there are graphemes 
that can have different sounds and sounds that can be made with 
different letters.

Use the backs and fronts of the Phase 5 cards.



Year 2 - Phase 5 Review 
As the title suggests, we recap all phase 5 graphemes previously 

taught in Year 1, with an emphasis of spotting where in the word the 
grapheme is and noticing patterns.

  



Year 2 - Rapid Catch Up
We use the Little Wandle Rapid Catch-up Programme to support 

children not currently reading at age-related expectations in Year 2.
The programme is fast pace, so that children can access the curriculum 

and enjoy reading as soon as possible.

Year 2 - Fluency Programme
We are using the Little Wandle Fluency Programme for children 

who have finished the main Little Wandle Programme and no longer 
need phonics.

The fluency books are short chapter books and each week, two 
chapters are read. The session focuses on discussing key 

vocabulary, spelling patterns, events so far and making inferences, 
predictions and sharing opinions. 



Tricky Words

• These words have unusual spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic way.

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


Noughts and Crosses
using tricky words

Make up a sentence 
with a tricky word and 
say it out loud

Play splat, who can splat 
the correct word first 
gets a point

 Tricky Words Practice



Progressively moving 
from short phrases to 
sentences



We will work our way through the programme until 
your child can read fluently

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/




Learning to read is not like climbing a ladder, one 
 ​step at a time getting higher and higher, it is more 
 ​like building a wall, it needs a secure foundation 
 ​and a lot of hard work goes into this foundation!

phonic knowledge

segmenting

blending

new graphemes
alternative 
pronunciations



Reading at school 
and home



How do we teach reading with books
Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled two times a week
• taught by a trained teacher / teaching assistant
• taught in small groups

We work on decoding (sounding out) the words, prosody (reading 
with expression) and comprehension.
We repeat the book because we want to develop fluency.
The more children see words, the more they begin to read them 
automatically without having to sound them out.
Once your child is reading a Phase 3 book, we encourage them to 
‘blend in their heads’ – you will remember that this is one of the 
strategies we use to help develop children to become fluent 
readers. (Blending in your head means children say the sounds 
quietly in their heads and then read the whole word out loud. 
Eventually, this will become automatic and children can read words 
that they know fluently.)



Comprehension
During our reading practice sessions we also focus on develop the children’s 
comprehension skills by:
• Draw on their knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts. 
• Identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts. 
• Identify and explain the sequence of events in the text. 
• Inference and deduction. 
• Prediction. 
When answering comprehension questions, children should be encouraged to 
develop accuracy and depth in their answers by finding the answers in the 
text. 



We use assessments to match your child to the right level of 
book. We assess every 6 weeks to check progress.



Reading a book at the right level

This means that your child should:

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in their phonics 
book well

• Read many of the words by silent blending (in their head) 
- their reading will be automatic

• We are building up their fluency so they should only need 
to stop and sound out about 5% of the words by the time 
they bring the book home - but they should be able to do 
this on their own.



Fluency

'Pupils do not pass through a magic barrier and suddenly become 
fluent. There is no point in pupils reading speedily if the words they 
read are wrong - for example, if they read 'place' for 'palace'. 
Equally, accuracy on its own is not useful, unless they can read at a 
sufficient rate to support comprehension. Both accuracy and speed 
are essential.'

Reading Framework 2023



Fluency

Automaticity: Rapid word reading without conscious decoding. Can 
read at a glance without sounding it out. Errors can be made.

Accuracy: Often measured as correct words per minute. 60+ words 
per minute in Phase 5 books by the end of Year 1. This moves up to 
90+ words per minute in Year 2.

Prosody: Expressive, phrased reading: the child must be able to put 
meaning into the text as they read it – reading with the eyes and 
brain

A delicate balance between speed and understanding



https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome


Listening to your child read their phonics book

• Your child should be able to read their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they come across a word they can't read straight away, ask them 
to sound it out and then blend. Ask them if they can spot and 
digraphs or trigraphs before decoding the word. Never ask your 
child to guess the words using the pictures or initial sounds as clues. 
If they are really struggling just read the word to them.

• Talk about their book and celebrate their success.



The shared book is for YOU to read:

Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

Talk with your child as much as you can:

• Introduce new and exciting vocabulary
• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary
• Make up sentences together
• Find different words to use
• Describe things you see



Reading Diary



https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/




Thank you for listening 


